of Note
Pamela Scully’s roars. Chosen by
the provost in early 2013 as chair of
the QEP Development Committee,
Scully is the director of the Center for
Faculty Development and Excellence
(CFDE), assistant vice provost for academic affairs, and professor of African
studies and women’s, gender, and
sexuality studies. For Scully, the most
rewarding part has been the organic
process and consistent collaboration.
“The QEP Development Committee included faculty from all the
schools, including Oxford, as well as
students, administrators, and alumni.
The topic developed naturally as part
of this inclusive process,” Scully says.
“Discussion continued with the University Senate, the Faculty Council,
Emory College faculty, the Academic
Affairs Committee of the Board of
Trustees, and all the schools. A special
student group gave feedback and
designed a QEP T-shirt. I and my colleagues could not have received better
help and inspiration than the whole
of Emory offered.”
The Nature of Evidence has three
components that span the first-year
experience at Emory. It is designed
to engage students both in and
outside the classroom through an
introductory orientation, classroom
instruction, and co-curricular experiences. The goal, Scully says, is that
students will finish their first year
understanding the building blocks
of knowledge and engaged by the
opportunities Emory offers as a liberal arts research university.
Faculty involvement is key to
The Nature of Evidence. The CFDE will
form academic learning communities
on the subject of evidence in order to
develop a campus-wide conversation
about teaching evidence to students.
At summer workshops, faculty
experienced in teaching evidence
will train other faculty. Common

approaches to teaching evidence will
be developed, but faculty will have
flexibility in their courses to teach and
evaluate evidence in ways appropriate
to their discipline.
One approach to fostering engagement will be the Evidence-in-Action
program, which will ask first-year
students to attend four events, including an Encounter with Evidence talk
and three electives. The latter are
opportunities for first-year students
to attend discussions in the professional schools and learn about work
at places such as Yerkes National
Primate Research Center; the
Manuscript, Archives, and Rare Book
Library; and The Carter Center.
Encounter with Evidence talks
will involve presentations by two
faculty members demonstrating the
ways that evidence is identified and
used in their fields. For example, how
would a chemist and an art
historian work with the same shard
of ancient pottery?
This past March, the SACSCOC
review team visited Emory, and is
now preparing its report for submission to SACSCOC. The organization’s Board of Trustees will meet
in December to take final action on
Emory’s reaffirmation.
In the meantime, the Emory
implementation team is working,
with pilot programs planned for
the 2014–2015 academic year and a
“proper rollout,” in Scully’s words, in
2015–2016.
The Nature of Evidence report
is online at www.emory.edu/magazine. The QEP formally will extend
five years, but Scully and her many
collaborators are confident that The
Nature of Evidence will create an
“evidence community” at Emory
to further energize the university’s
already thriving, dynamic culture of
research.—Susan Carini 04G

Grad School Rankings
Several of Emory’s graduate schools and programs are
ranked among the best in the nation, according to analysis and surveys released in US News & World Report’s
2015 edition of “America’s Best Graduate Schools” guide:
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Rollins School of Public Health: No. 6 [last survey held 2011]
Nell Hodgson Woodruff School of Nursing: No. 21 [last survey held 2011]
physician assistant program: No. 4 [last survey held 2011]
physical therapy: No. 7 [last survey held 2012]
PhD program in clinical psychology: No. 18 [last survey held 2012]

Saint Joseph’s receives Fifth Magnet designation

Humanities professors win Guggenheim Fellowships

Emory Saint Joseph’s Hospital has received Magnet recognition for
the fifth time from the American Nurses Credentialing Center. Saint
Joseph’s is one of only three hospitals in the world to receive five
consecutive designations. Emory Healthcare is the only health system
in Georgia with two Magnet-designated hospitals. Emory University
Hospital was recognized for the first time in January.

Professor of Religion Joyce Flueckiger and Professor of Art History
Bonna Wescoat were selected as Guggenheim Fellows in April by the
John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation. Flueckiger has carried
out extensive fieldwork in India, working with both Hindu and Muslim
popular traditions. Wescoat has spent more than 35 years studying the
Sanctuary of the Great Gods on the Greek island of Samothrace.
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